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riches, in which we put so much faith, are but dreams and
false shadows. Behold! a suddenly violent storm arose, and
twenty-four vessels were harassed, were crippled, were dis-
persed, were sunk. Bombadiglia was drowned; Roldan1
was drowned, with the greater part of the other Spaniards;
so all the king's and the queen's treasure was lost, together
with their own; and thus ended all the punishments, all
the accusations, all the quarrels, and everything else that
might have followed!
When the islanders heard for certain that Eoldan was
wrecked, as well as the other Spaniards who had afflicted
them so much by making them labour in the mines for
gold, they rejoiced greatly, saying among themselves, " These
men will never more force us to dig in the gold mines, and
lead the wretched life that they inflicted on us."
Already in Spain the news was spread abroad of the
great abundance of pearls that had been found by the Al-
mirante in Culagua and Cumand, and thus many people
thirsted to go there. On the king's hearing of this, express
orders were issued, that no captain of a ship should
approach within fifty leagues of the lands discovered by
Christopher Columbus, without permission; granting full
licence, however, to everybody to seek for countries that
had not been seen before.
About this time Alonso Nunez set out with a ship, and
thirty-four Spaniards, among whom there were some of
those who had gone with the almirante when he discovered
Culagua; and therefore when once in India again, they
cared not for the royal orders, but, anxious to enrich them-
selves, they entered the Gulf of Paria, coasting along the
shores of Cumand, Amaracopanna, and other places dis-
covered by the almirante ; and Alonso Nunez landing with
some of his people, was kindly received by the inhabitants.
1 This troublesome malcontent is frequently also named Ximeaez;
this is because he was born at Torre de Don Xirnenes. (Trans.)